
“You can’t treat half the human race as less than human,” 

 

…Sister Joan Chittister, Benedictine nun and well-known public policy advocate, declared to a pre-

conference gathering in a presentation in Melbourne, Australia.  “Two-thirds of the world’s hungry, two-

thirds of the world’s illiterate and two-thirds of the world’s poor are women, and it is no accident.” 

 

Sister Joan, chairwoman of the Global Peace Initiative for Women met with women from around the 

world two days prior to the opening of the Parliament of the World’s Religions in Melbourne.  They 

deliberated and strategized on recommendations to faith communities that will be published later in the 

week.  The initiative believes that, “If faith communities brought their faith to bear on public policy we 

would change the world overnight, we would double the resources available; we would bring a new 

perspective.” 

 

There are already reports of significant funding being pledged from Australian and international 

agencies, including the UN Population Fund, the United Way, Sister Fund, Women’s Funding Network 

and the Women’s Moving Millions campaign. 

 

As a United Methodist, I find that this focus on global poverty strengthens our commitment in one of 

the Four Foçi The United Methodist Church has adopted.  It is also echoes the General Commission on 

Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns’ call to work to build moral community as we do the 

ecumenical and interreligious work of manifesting the unity of Christ’s church and the healing God’s 

creation. 

 

 


